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City of Jonestown, Texas 

Hwy 1431 Corridor Committee 

Members 
 Brenda Sies 

 Paul Johnson 

 Anthony Macina 

 James Quinn 

 Jim Etherton 

 With Assistance from: 

o Marilee Pfannstiel 

o Ron Wilde 

 

Mission 

 
The mission of the Committee is to identify projects on Highway 1431 within the city limits. Two 

categories of projects will be identified: 

1. The first category includes those projects which could be funded and built within the 

next 0 to 5 years. These will be referred to as the “Short Term” projects. The limits of 

study for this category is: 

 From the 1431- Georgetown Dr/Ridgeway St intersection  

 To the 1431 - Deer Canyon Road intersection 

2. The second category of projects will include those projects which are considered “Long 

Term” projects which will not be funded until more than 5 years from now. The study 

area limits along 1431 for these projects may go beyond the study area of the “Short 

Term” projects. 

The Committee will consider the following factors when identifying the purpose and definition 

of each project: 

 Safety (Pedestrians, cars, bikes) 

o Lighting 

o Sidewalks along 1431 

o Street Cross-walks 

 Control/directing Growth while protecting existing businesses and residences 

 Use of roadway features to Identify and Define the City of Jonestown 



o Features to be considered: Signs, Bridge with sign over 1431; Landscaping, 

Building Architecture, etc… 

 Utility issues 

o Water/sewer 

o Fire Protection 

o Drainage  (on the roadway and off the road) 

 Adjacent Land Use 

o That area outside the TxDOT Right of Way as required to accomplish the 

improvements to 1431 as determined to be good for the city 

Past Efforts 

 More information is needed as to recent events related improvements to the traffic 

signals. There have been some conversations between Travis County and TxDOT 

regarding this topic. 

 

Efforts to Date 
 

1. Review of Mission for Committee 

2. Review of previous studies and documents 

3. TxDOT Project development process 

4. MPO funding Process 

5. Identification of Candidate projects 

6. Prioritized List of Projects 

 

Input from the City Council 
 

1. Need turn lanes in the median of 1431 for left turn movements 
2. Need signal at Park Drive 

 

Input from the Community 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Vision of the City of Jonestown in 2033 
 
Jonestown is a small, yet vibrant community with a thriving economy and sustainable 
environment. Located at the eastern edge of the Hill Country, Jonestown's greatest treasure is 
its breathtaking topography, with views of the hills, canyons and Lake Travis. The City has 
developed strategies to retain its scenic visual assets through viewshed zoning, tax incentives 
for development, conservation restrictions, and designating particular vistas as areas of critical 
concern. Like other areas where development is carefully managed rather than being allowed 
to occur unhindered, Jonestown's views are a drawing card with high economic value.  
 
To better manage growth as nearby land turned into suburbs, residents and stakeholders 
desired to be known as "The Entertainment Capital of the North Shore." The City leveraged this 
theme to encourage development of music venues, art and  artisan shopping, restaurants, and 
schools with a summer-camp feel for learning music or crafts, mixed with fishing, boating, 
hiking, birding and other outdoor activities. The goal was to achieve growth that supports 
residents and attracts local visitors with the feel of a small town that is relaxed yet up-to-date.  
 
Jonestown remains predominantly residential, with working families, retirement households, 
seasonal visitors, and transient visitors. Various organizations and associations drive that Hill 
Country pioneer sense of individual responsibility where citizen volunteers willingly take on 
roles that are the responsibilities of local government. We treasure our rich mix of ages, 
occupations and income levels and work to maintain the second home, retiree and summer 
visitor communities attracted here by the city's outstanding natural resources and landscape. 
The City has adopted flexible residential zoning regulations, such as "granny" units zoning, 
allowing families to provide for aging parents or other relatives.  
 
The City has encouraged development that does not rely on lakeside business for survival. 
Commercial development occurs along the major highway route that splits the city, FM 1431. 
Effective long-term planning has resulted in commercial clusters along the highway, rather than 
one long commercial strip through the community. Transportation is designed to provide 
walking, biking and vehicular routes, with particular attention paid to safe pedestrian 
movement crossing FM 1431.  
 
Jonestown recognizes that the majority of its citizens may still travel outside of town for 
employment, but has encouraged the nationwide trend of home-based enterprises for arts and 
crafts workers, construction contractors, computer programmers, scientists and other 
knowledge workers, especially those whose products and services are exported beyond the 



city. In addition to business incentives, Jonestown has established a low-rent tradesman's park 
where home-based businesses can relocate when they outgrow their original locations and has 
added multiple-use zoning to encourage multi-story development with residential spaces over 
retail or office. Since the Hill Country is now recognized as one of the top agricultural tourist 
areas, second only to California's Napa Valley, Jonestown has partnered with other 
communities in the region to host cultural events including theater, music, the arts, and the 
environment celebrating seasonal food, wine, and wildflowers. Some people lived in the area 
and enjoyed the relaxing outdoor environment before Lake Travis was constructed and filled in 
the 1950's. While the City of Jonestown was only incorporated in 1985, the community 
character reflects the independent pioneer spirit found throughout the Hill Country. Lacking 
strong historic overtones, the City of Jonestown is forward-looking, embracing change, seeking 
growth and development that demonstrates the best of yesterday intertwined with tomorrow. 
 
 

Past Reports 
 

     
 

 



  

Short Term (2016 to 

2020)

Scope Cost Funding 

Source

Major Constraints Initial Steps

Signal on 1431 at Park 

Street

Modify light to 

provide red light 

for 1431 traffic 

when emergency 

vehicle needs 

access or when 

pedestrian needs 

to cross

$250,000 Combination 

of City, State 

and Federal 

funding

Current Texas Law requires that 

certain historical counts related to 

vehicular traffic, pedestrians, 

crashes and deaths be such to 

justify a fully operational signal. 

Currently, emergency vehicle 

operational needs are not an 

allowable consideration to justify a 

new signal.

TxDOT was contacted to find 

out that the current plan only 

involves to small pole mounted 

yellow flashing lights on the 

side of the road. No 

modifications to the existing 

flashing lights are planned. A 

meeting was held with CAMPO 

to discuss the need for the 

project. New State legislation is 

being proposed which will 

justify the signal.

Extend Turn Lanes to the 

East & West of 

downtown

From G'town to 

Lura; Perhaps 

extend turn lane 

from E Reed Parks 

to Easy St. Will 

require p'ment 

widening and 

possible R/W 

acquisition.

$5,000,000 Not 

Determined

Funding Secure Funding

Restripe existing median 

downtown

Eliminate suicide 

lane

$250,000 Not 

Determined

Funding Secure Funding

Mainstreet 

Access/turnlanes

$1,000,000 Not 

Determined

Funding Secure Funding

Downtown Lighting Add/fix light poles 

downtown to 

increase light 

levels for safety 

reasons

$2,000,000 Not 

Determined

Funding Secure Funding

Study of potential 

Jonestown Bypass

To consider future 

growth and need 

for emergency 

vehicle access

$100,000 Not 

Determined

Funding Secure Funding

CAMPO Meetings to 

explore funding 

opportunities

Understand the 

process and next 

steps that 

Jonestown should 

take

No Cost NA Scheduling Paul & Marilee to set up

Study of opportunity to 

complete internal 

roadway loops 

Goal is to 

eliminate dead-

ends

No Cost NA Scheduling

Sidewalk and 

landscaping along Park 

Rd from 1431 to Jones 

Brothers Park

$500,000 Not 

Determined

Funding Secure Funding

Secondary connection of 

roads in Jonestown300

Buck Run to Deer 

Canyon

Possible for 

cost to be 

paid by 

other parties

Not 

Determined

Funding Secure Funding

Coordinate with Street 

Committee to discuss 

local road needs and 

priorities

No Cost NA Scheduling Set Meeting Date

Long Term  (2021 and 

beyond)

Scope Cost Funding 

Source

Major Constraints Initial Steps

Pedestrian tunnel under 

1431

Construction Not 

Determined

Secure Funding

List of Projects and Action Items August 17, 2016



 
City of Jonestown, Texas 

Need, Purpose & Definition 
Of 

Proposed Signal on 1431 at Park Street 
August 8, 2016 

 

PROJECT NAME: Signal on 1431 at Park Street 

Project Status: Currently a flashing yellow light is on continuous blinking for both directions of FM 1431. The 

intersection does not meet the Texas State Law metrics required for a fully operational signal. This intersection 

provides the best location for the citizens of Jonestown to cross FM 1431 in a non-motorized mode. Since FM 4131 is 

a high volume and high speed (50 MPH+) facility and acts as a major divide through the middle of the City, there is 

no safe way for pedestrians, or those in wheelchairs, or those on bikes to safely cross the highway.  

NEED: The proposed action is necessary to correct an existing safety hazards.  

 Currently there are citizens who can’t drive who need to walk across 1431 to reach city services such as the 

library, city hall, and social services. There is not one protected cross-walk on 1431 in the city. 

 People in wheelchairs are crossing 1431 at this location with no protection.  

 Emergency vehicles which are based on Park Street are delayed in responding to emergency calls due to 

the combination of no signal, high speed / high volume traffic on 1431 and the steep road approaching 1431.  

 Families wanting to cross the street have to get in their car to make a 300 ft trip.  

 There are high volumes of turning movements in the summer when those accessing Jones Brothers Park 

drive through this intersection. Many are pulling boats on trailers while making the turns. 

 Sight distances are also a problem due to the horizontal and vertical road curves on 1431. 

 Traffic projections indicate near term rapid increase in daily volumes on 1431 

 

PURPOSE: Modify signal to provide protection for: 

 Emergency vehicle access to 1431  

 Pedestrian ability to cross 1431 

 Turning vehicles when turning left on Park Street 

 

PROJECT REQUIREMENTS: Project requires approval from TxDOT since highway FM 1431 is a state facility.  

TxDOT indicates that they require state legislation that will add to basis for justification to allow them to approve. The 

City is working with TML to secure new legislation. The City of Jonestown is preparing to fund a portion of the project 

cost. 

PROJECT SCOPE: Design and construct new signal that will address NEED. It should address: 

 Pedestrian movements 

 Emergency vehicle access 

 Left turn movements through intersection 

 Re-striping of pavement for turn lanes, stop 

bars, cross-walk, etc… 

 New signal poles 

 Adjustment of existing lighting 

 Pedestrian signal heads 

 

 

MODAL INTERRELATIONSHIPS: The proposed action will interface with and serve CAPMETRO para-transit vehicles which 

use this intersection 
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Discussion with TxDOT – New Traffic Signal on Hwy 
1431 
 
Jim Etherton called the Austin District of TxDOT on April 1, 2016 and spoke to David Baroi who 
is the TxDOT Project Manager for the new signal being considered at the intersection of Park 
Road and Highway 1431 in Jonestown. 
 
Mr. Baroi is in the Austin TxDOT District office lacated on I-35 just north of highway 183. His 
phone number is 512-832-7053. 
 
Mr. Baroi indicated that Texas law required that certain conditions be satisfied before a fully 
operational signal could be provided. These required conditions include consideration of: 
 

 Number and type of accidents 

 Volume of pedestrian and vehicular traffic 

 Number of fatalities 

 Other factors 
 
Mr. Baroi said that the intersection did not meet the minimum requirements. After consulting 
with others at TxDOT, it was felt that they did not have the legal basis for providing a change in 
the existing flashing yellow signal which is now in place. 
 
As an alternative, a concept is being developed to assist emergency vehicles when they need to 
gain access to highway 1431. This alternative involves the placement of two pole-mounted 
signs which will include yellow lights which will flash only when a button is pushed at a remote 
site. The button will be located in the Travis County Fire Department building which is on Park 
Road close to the intersection. The two pole-mounted signs will be placed on the side of 
Highway 1431, one will be located east of the intersection facing west-bound traffic and one 
will be placed west of the intersection facing east-bound traffic. The intent of these 
improvements is to alert motorists of the emergency vehicle’s need to access 1431. 
 
Mr. Baroi said that the Fire Department will have to procure and pay for the equipment which 
will stay in the fire station. He indicated that it should be operational in about a year from now. 
 
Jim Etherton shared the many reasons why a more robust solution was needed by citing: 
 

 The need for the actual stopping of 1431 traffic to allow fire trucks to turn left onto 
1431 to travel west-bound 

 The inability of Jonestown citizens to walk across 1431 

 The need to better connect the two “halves” of the city by providing a safer crossing 
location 



 The high traffic which uses this intersection to gain access to and from Jones Brothers 
Park during many high traffic periods during the year 

 The lack of ability to access city and county services because of the above issues 
Mr Baroi stated that he understood but that his hands were tied. 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 



 


